
It counts the clicks and more.

311 D Street
West Sacramento, CA 95605
Tel. (916) 372-0534
Fax (916) 372-1624
www.jbsinstruments.com

ollecting stream data used to require 
 juggling an armload of gadgets while 

counting clicks, writing notes, and 
perfoming calculations. 

Now there’s the proven standard, 
the AquaCalc, a hand-held 
computer that measures, 
records and calculates 
data with minimal user 
input. No more pencil, 
notepad and current 
meter table. No more 
calculator and stopwatch. No 
more “counting the clicks.”  

The AquaCalc does it for you—
automatically. You input the depth and 
distance at each station. The AquaCalc 
measures velocity and elapsed time. Then, 

the AquaCalc calculates total stream 
discharge and mean velocity. 

After stream measurement is 
complete, you can upload 
the data to a laptop 
or personal computer. 
It’s the fastest, easiest, 

and most accurate and 
complete stream measurement 

instrument available today.
The AquaCalc replaces all this with 
a hand-held computer that measures, 
stores and calculates stream fl ow data.

The AquaCalc displays revolutions, elapsed time, 
velocity, distance and depth for each station. 
It calculates total stream discharge at the push 
of a button.

The AquaCalc is manufactured by JBS Instruments, Inc.

“The Standard” 
in stream fl ow 
measurement.

AquaCalc

Other Products
The AquaCalc 5000

• Used by hydrographers 
for over 10 years

•  Two line display
•  One year warranty
• Rugged proven design

The AquaCalc 5000 shown with 
the Pygmy Current Meter

Digital Magnetic Head for   
Pygmy Current Meter

This replacement for the Pygmy meter’s  
hard-to-adjust whisker hair provides a clean, 
direct, digital signal 
to the AquaCalc. It 
never wears out, 
and never needs 
adjusting. C



he AquaCalc improves the speed, accuracy 
and effi ciency of your stream measure-

ments. The user inputs the distance and 
depth. The AquaCalc measures revolutions 
and elapsed time, calculating velocity and 
discharge. When all the stations have been 
measured, simply press a button and the 
AquaCalc gives you the total discharge and 
mean velocity. The AquaCalc completely 
eliminates time-consuming hand calcula-
tions, saving an average of 20 minutes 
per cross section. You can save as much as 
2 hours a day – enough time to measure 
another stream.

The AquaCalc saves even more time in 
error prevention and re-calculation. With 
hand calculations, fi nding and correcting an 
error can take hours. But with the AquaCalc, 
you can usually fi nd and correct data entry 
errors in a few minutes.

Eliminates math and transcription errors.
With the AquaCalc and accepted measurement 

procedures, the chance of error is virtually zero. 
Math errors are eliminated. To help prevent 
procedural errors, the AquaCalc prompts the 
user whenever procedural errors are detected. 
The AquaCalc uploads the data to your laptop or 
personal computer, so transcription errors are 
eliminated. The result: highly accurate data with 
less time wasted fi nding and correcting errors.

Saves time in the offi ce.
The AquaCalc lets you upload your data to 

a laptop in the fi eld or your personal computer 
in the offi ce, eliminating data entry time. And, 
because there are no math errors, quality control 
review becomes a much simpler and quicker task. 

Helps you make better measurements.
The AquaCalc can suggest the next tag line 

distance based on your previous measurements. 
This insures that all measurements meet USGS 
guidelines with the fewest possible observations. 

Convenient in bad weather.
You’ll appreciate the AquaCalc even more in 

bad weather. No more soggy notepaper with hard-
to-read notes! The AquaCalc is easy to use in all 
weather conditions.

Durable construction.
The AquaCalc is manufactured from high-quality 

materials to withstand the occasional drops, 
vibrations, pollutants, temperature extremes 
and humidity variations that occur with normal, 
everyday use. Its sealed weather-resistant design 
will stand up to prolonged exposure to sunlight, 
rain, sleet and snow and is warranted against 
failure for three years. 

Accepted for USGS Published Records.
The AquaCalc output looks similar to the USGS 

Measurement Notes Back Sheet. Windows-based 
programs can convert the data into a format 
similar to the USGS Measurement Field Notes Front 
Sheet. It's easy to plot data in graph form, which 
can help inexperienced users understand the data 
at a glance.

The AquaCalc is in use everywhere.
The AquaCalc has been designed to USGS 

measurement standards and is used extensively 
by USGS personnel across the United States. 
Thousands are in use around the world.

Faster, more accurate stream measurement.
The AquaCalc 
may be used 
for both 
wading and 
suspension 
measurements.

When The 
AquaCalc is 
attached to a 
top-set wading 
rod, stream 
measurement 
becomes a 
one-handed 
operation. 

The AquaCalc Pro includes:
• Three-year warranty
•  AquaCalc-to-PC software 

and RS-232 serial cable 
for uploading data to your 
personal computer

•  Top-set rod and A or B reel 
interface cable

• Instruction manual
•  Hardback carrying case
•  Rod mount: attaches the AquaCalc to a top-set 

rod to leave your other hand free

Optional accessories:
•  Meter/Audio Cable: allows the user to monitor 

the meter signal with a headset
•  Magnetic Head for Price AA meters
•  Digital Magnetic Head for Pygmy Current Meter

Specifi cations:
•  Velocity range: 0.1 to 20.0 FPS
•  Volume range: 999,999.99 CFS
•  Temperature range: -20°C to 70°C
•  Size: 4" x 7.5" x 1.5"
•  Weight: 16.1 oz.

No-risk 30-day trial.
We invite you to try the AquaCalc for 30 days 

for free.
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Quality Control: 5% of Total Q per Sub-Section

Total Section Q = 168 cfs
Section Mean Velocity = 10.34 fps
Total Area = 125 square feet

Features:
•  Compatible with Price AA and Pygmy type 

current meters, plus magnetic and optical heads
•  Accepts non-standard meter ratings
•  Stores 30 complete cross sections, with 60 

vertical measurements for each cross section
•  16 line LCD display
•  20 hour battery life with low battery warning 

Battery can be changed without loss of data
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